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Course Overview 
Course:    ​English Language Arts 8, Honors and GATE, Language Arts Literacy 8  
 
Department:​  English Language Arts 

    
Course Descriptions: 
 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 8: 
Prerequisite​:​ English 7, placement by PARCC score, current grades and teacher 
recommendation. 
This English Language Arts course focuses on a student- centered learning environment where 
learners will analyze text, cite evidence, and respond critically about their reading. There will be 
a focus on the elements of literature, reading of short stories, novels, plays, myths, and 
informational text from diverse cultures and different time periods. The student will improve 
their close reading and compositional skills through Research Simulation Tasks, Literary 
Analysis Tasks, and Narrative Writing.  Writing assignments will be related to the literature 
studied in class and through independent student research. The teacher will guide the students 
through the reading and writing processes and work toward acquiring a plethora of strategies that 
will impact greater independence and confidence when students read grade level text and write 
on their own. One specific area of development is the extraction of theme from text and its 
application to daily life.  Presentation of knowledge and ideas are further demonstrated via 
public speaking, group discussions, and personal reflection. Students will strengthen their critical 
thinking skills, ability to interact in small and large groups, and gain knowledge of self and the 
world around them. Students will strengthen their ability to become critical consumers of 
information. Independent reading units are included, as well as class presentations. Students will 
recognize the ways in which the English language is a part of their everyday lives. The New 
Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts 8 will frame the curricular goals of 
this course.  
 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 8 HONORS: 
Prerequisites​: English 7, placement of NJASK score, current grades and teacher 
recommendation 
This English Language Arts course focuses on a student- centered learning environment where 
learners will analyze text, cite evidence, and respond critically about their reading. There will be 
a focus on a more rigorous the elements of literature, reading of short stories, novels, plays, 
myths, and informational text from diverse cultures and different time periods. The student will 
improve their close reading and compositional skills through Research Simulation Tasks, 
Literary Analysis Tasks, and Narrative Writing.  Writing assignments will be related to the 
literature studied in class and through independent student research. The teacher will guide the 
students through the reading and writing processes and work toward acquiring a plethora of 
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strategies that will impact greater independence and confidence when students read grade level 
text and write on their own. One specific area of development is the extraction of theme from 
text and its application to daily life.  Presentation of knowledge and ideas are further 
demonstrated via public speaking, group discussions, and personal reflection. Students will 
strengthen their critical thinking skills, ability to interact in small and large groups, and gain 
knowledge of self and the world around them. Students will strengthen their ability to become 
critical consumers of information. Independent reading units are included, as well as class 
presentations. Students will recognize the ways in which the English language is a part of their 
everyday lives. The New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts 8 will 
frame the curricular goals of this course. 
 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 8 GATE: 
Prerequisite:​ STAR GATE Program Selection 
The English Language Arts 8 curriculum will focus on a more rigorous the elements of literature, 
reading of short stories, novels, plays, myths, and informational text from diverse cultures and 
different time periods. A student- centered learning environment where learners will analyze 
text, cite evidence, and respond critically about their reading by  improving their close. Writing 
for a purpose will be practiced through Research Simulation Tasks, Literary Analysis Tasks, and 
Narrative Writing. Writing assignments will be related to the literature studied in class and 
through independent student research. The teacher will guide the students through the reading 
and writing processes and work toward acquiring a plethora of strategies that will impact greater 
independence and confidence when students read grade level text and write on their own. One 
specific area of development is the extraction of theme from text and its application to daily life. 
Presentation of knowledge and ideas are further demonstrated via public speaking, group 
discussions, and personal reflection. Students will strengthen their critical thinking skills, ability 
to interact in small and large groups, and gain knowledge of self and the world around them. 
Students will strengthen their ability to become critical consumers of information. Independent 
reading units are included, as well as class presentations. Students will recognize the ways in 
which the English language is a part of their everyday lives. The New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards for English Language Arts 8 will frame the curricular goals of this course. 
 
LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY 8​: 
This semester course is a continuation of the Language Arts and Literacy class taken in grade 7                 
and is supplemental to the English Language Arts 7 class. Teachers will continue to provide               
students with the skills needed to address the New Jersey Student Learning Standards. Reading,              
Writing, Listening, Speaking, and Viewing exercises will be a focus. Students will be exposed              
to short reading passages, close reading strategies, academic vocabulary, and open-ended           
questions. Argumentative, literary analysis, and narrative writing tasks will be drafted, revised            
and edited through the peer and teacher conferencing process. Individualized instruction in            
reading and writing will be provided. Edmentum will be used to enhance skills in Reading and                
Writing. Students will learn the strategies needed to succeed on the text dependent questions as               
they familiarize themselves with the items and tasks found on the state assessments. 
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Course Expectations: 
See all New Jersey Student Learning Standards for ELA 8 
 
Alignment with New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts: 

● RL.8 Reading Literature 
● RI.8 Reading Informational Text 
● W.8 Writing 
● SL.8 Speaking & Listening 
● L.8 Language 

 
 
Course Big Ideas: 

● UNIT 1:  Is truth the same for everyone? 
● UNIT 2:  Can all conflicts be resolved? 
● UNIT 3:  How much information is enough? 
● UNIT 4:  What is the secret to reaching someone with words? 
● UNIT 5:  Is it our differences or our similarities that matter most? 
● UNIT 6:  Are yesterday’s heroes important today? 

 
 
Course Essential Questions:  ​These questions are infused into all six units.  

● How can one be empowered through the written word? 
● How can the investigation of various genres help us understand ourselves and our place 

in society? 
● What tools and reading strategies can one use to decipher the text? 
● How does one extract theme from a text and employ that theme in daily life? 
● How does the use of good grammar reflect one’s ability to communicate? 
● How does the use of good grammar affect people’s perception of you? 
● How does one’s understanding of grammar influence reading comprehension and the 

ability to write effectively? 
● What makes writing worth reading? 
● Why is it important for one to speak in clear, concise, organized language that varies in 

content and form for different audiences and purposes? 
● Why is it important to listen actively? 
● Why is it important to be exposed to various media sources? 

 
Technology; 8.1 Educational Technology​: 
All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in 
order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate 
knowledge.  
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Alignment with 21​st​ Century Life and Career Skills 9.1: 
All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving 
skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and 
organizational cultures.  
Primary interdisciplinary connections:  
Geography, Psychology, History, Economics, Multicultural Issues, Arts. 
 
Course Requirements and Major Assignments: 

● Achieve a minimum final average of 70% as determined by the grading system 
● Be in compliance with the attendance regulations 

 
Name of Courses:​ English Language Arts 8, Honors and GATE        ​Department:​  English 

Course Content Outline/Pacing Guide 
Content Topics  
 
Reading​:  Literature and Informational Text 
 
Writing:​  Autobiographical, Descriptive, Narrative, Persuasive, Argumentative, Comparison 
      and Contrast, Cause and Effect, Expository, Research, Response to Literature, 
                 Reflective Journals, Open-ended Response, Poetry 
 
Speaking and Listening​:  Comprehension and collaboration through Socratic Seminar 
 
Language: ​ Integrated through daily practice/assess skills and Study Island 
 
Media: ​    ​Freedom Writers, Anne Frank:  The Life of a Young Girl ​(1998)​, Anne Frank 

Remembered ​(1995), ​Anne Frank:  The Whole Story ​(2001), WHYY Prohibition 3 
part series documentary, ​Black Duck ​audio​, A Midsummer Night’s Dream​ film & 
audio​, Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn ​(2014), ​Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie ​audio, ​Dead 
Poets Society ​(1989), internet access 

 
Portfolio:​  Student samples, goal setting, reflections, teacher/student conference data and 
                   benchmark assessments 
 
 

Course Guide/Pacing Guide 
 
Unit # Unit Title Duration: Weeks & School Calendar 

1 
 Fiction and Nonfiction 4-6 weeks 
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2 
 Short Stories 4-6 weeks 

3 
 Types of Nonfiction 4-6 weeks 

4 
 Poetry 4-6 weeks 

5 
 Drama 4-6 weeks 

6 
 Themes in  4-6 weeks 

 
 

Course Unit 1 
Unit Title:​  Fiction and Nonfiction 
Duration:​   4-6 weeks 
Big Question:​  Is truth the same for everyone? 
Alignment with​ NJSLS: 

● RL.8 Reading Literature 
● RI.8 Reading Informational Text 
● W.8 Writing 
● SL.8 Speaking & Listening 
● L.8 Language 

Alignment with 21​st​ Century Life and Career Skills 9.1: 
All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem solving 
skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and 
organizational cultures. Primary interdisciplinary connections: Geography, Psychology, 
History, Economics, Multicultural Issues, Arts.  
Technology; 8.1 Educational Technology​: 

All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize 
information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and 
communicate knowledge.  

Desired Results 
Progress Indicators for Reading Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 
RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over 
the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; 
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provide an objective summary of the text. 
RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 
Craft and Structure 
RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the 
differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 
RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the 
audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects 
as suspense or humor. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RL.8.7. Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to 
which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from 
the text or script. 
RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature) 
RL.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns 
of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as 
the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RL.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed. 
 

Progress Indicators for Reading Informational Text 
 

Key Ideas and Details 
RI.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course 
of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
RI.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between 
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individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 
Craft and Structure 
RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other 
texts. 
RI.8.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, 
including the role of particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept. 
RI.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the 
author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., 
print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 
RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize 
when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
RI.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the 
same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RI.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level 
text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 

 
Progress Indicators for Writing 

Text Types and Purposes  
W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, 
credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 
Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
Establish and maintain a formal style. 
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
argument presented. 

PRSD Revision:  January 2018                   NJ DOE Adopted:  May 4, 2016 
BOE Approved (revision):  April 2018       NJ Standards Adopted by PRSD: April 2017 
 

 
 



8 

W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant 
content. 

A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text 
structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) 
and text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and multimedia). 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among ideas and concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or 
explain the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 
W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 
Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 
naturally and logically. 
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to 
develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal 
shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among 
experiences and events. 
Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to 
capture the action and convey experiences and events. 
Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or 
events. 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
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approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 
W.8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others. 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a 
self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote 
or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for citation. 
W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

A. Apply ​grade 8 Reading standards​ to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern 
work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from 
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including 
describing how the material is rendered new”). 

B. Apply ​grade 8 Reading standards​ to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and 
evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is introduced”). 

Range of Writing 
W.8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or 
a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening 
SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue 
to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward 
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specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
C. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ 

questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 
D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or 

justify their own views in light of the evidence presented. 
SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) 
behind its presentation. 
SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the 
reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant 
evidence is introduced. 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent 
manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use 
appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, 
strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 
SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

 
Progress Indicators for Language 

Conventions of Standard English 
L.8.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 

A. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their 
function in particular sentences. 

B. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice. 
C. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and 

subjunctive mood. 
D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. 

L.8.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 
B. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 
C. Spell correctly. 
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Knowledge of Language 
L.8.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

A. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood 
to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing 
uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases 
based on ​grade 8 reading and content​, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position 
or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., ​precede, recede, secede​). 

C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning 
or its part of speech. 

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.8.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context. 
B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words. 
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 

(definitions) (e.g., ​bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute​). 
L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

Assessment Evidence 
Performance Tasks: 

● Individual and group projects 
● Writing 
● Large and small group discussions 
● Tests/quizzes 
● Benchmark assessments 
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Suggested Learning Activities 
Learning Activities: 

● Read and discuss a variety of fiction and nonfiction selections 
● Reflective journals 
● Respond to critical thinking questions 
● Study Island  
● Novel Project 
● Practice/Assess Weeks 1-4  
● Research 
● Independent reading 
● Close Reading  

Recommended Modifications and Accommodations 

ELL:  
● Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase 
● Use visuals 
● Introduce key vocabulary before lesson 
● Provide peer tutoring 
● Use a strong student as a “buddy” (does not necessarily have to speak the primary 

language) 
Special Education: 

● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests 
● Work in a small group 
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated 
● Use large print books, Braille, or books on CD (digital text) 
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan 

Gifted and Talented: 
● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept 

maps, concept puzzles) 
● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum 
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities 
● Provide whole group enrichment explorations 
● Teach cognitive and methodological skills 
● Use center, stations, or contracts 
● Organize integrated problem-solving simulations 
● Propose interest-based extension activities 

Title 1 (At- Risk Students): 
● Homework 
● Leveled Reading 
● Supplemental Assignments 
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Specific Resources for Unit 
● Prentice Hall Literature 8 
● Prentice Hall Unit 1 Resources 
● Prentice Hall Reading Kit 
● Study Island 
● The Pack ​by Elisa Carbone 
● Freedom Writers ​movie 
● Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland​ by Lewis Carroll (GATE) 
● The Adventures of Tom Sawyer ​by Mark Twain  

General Resources for Course 
 

● Novel​s 
● Textbook 
● Access to technology and Internet 
● Grading Rubrics 
● Teacher generated materials 
● ReadWorks and Kelly Gallagher Article of the Week 
● Action ​and ​Scope ​magazines 

 
Course Unit 2 

Unit Title:​ Short Stories 
Duration:​   4-6 weeks 
Big Question:​  Can all conflicts be resolved? 
Alignment with ​NJSLS: 

● RL.8 Reading Literature 
● RI.8 Reading Informational Text 
● W.8 Writing 
● SL.8 Speaking & Listening 
● L.8 Language 

Alignment with 21​st​ Century Life and Career Skills 9.1: 
All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem solving 
skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and 
organizational cultures. Primary interdisciplinary connections: Geography, Psychology, 
History, Economics, Multicultural Issues, Arts.  
Technology; 8.1 Educational Technology​: 
All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in 
order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate 
knowledge. 
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Desired Results 
Progress Indicators for Reading Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 
RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over 
the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; 
provide an objective summary of the text. 
RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 
Craft and Structure 
RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the 
differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 
RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the 
audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects 
as suspense or humor. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RL.8.7. Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to 
which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from 
the text or script. 
RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature) 
RL.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns 
of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as 
the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RL.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed. 
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Progress Indicators for Reading Informational Text 
 

Key Ideas and Details 
RI.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course 
of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
RI.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between 
individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 
Craft and Structure 
RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other 
texts. 
RI.8.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, 
including the role of particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept. 
RI.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the 
author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., 
print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 
RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize 
when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
RI.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the 
same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RI.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level 
text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 
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Progress Indicators for Writing 
Text Types and Purposes  
W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

A. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, 
credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

argument presented. 
W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant 
content. 

A.  Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text 
structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, 
etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and multimedia). 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among ideas and concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or 
explain the topic.  

E. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 
W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and logically. 

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, 
to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.  

C. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, 
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signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the 
relationships among experiences and events. 

D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory 
language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences 
or events. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have​ ​been addressed. 
W.8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others. 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a 
self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote 
or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for citation. 
W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

A. Apply ​grade 8 Reading standards​ to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern 
work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from 
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including 
describing how the material is rendered new”). 

B. Apply ​grade 8 Reading standards​ to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and 
evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is introduced”). 
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Range of Writing 
W.8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or 
a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening 
SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue 
to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward 
specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

C. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ 
questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 

D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or 
justify their own views in light of the evidence presented. 

SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) 
behind its presentation. 
SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the 
reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant 
evidence is introduced. 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent 
manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use 
appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, 
strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 
SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 
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Progress Indicators for Language 
Conventions of Standard English 
L.8.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 

A. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their 
function in particular sentences. 

B. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice. 
C. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and 

subjunctive mood. 
D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. 

L.8.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 
B. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 
C. Spell correctly. 

Knowledge of Language 
L.8.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

A. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood 
to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing 
uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases 
based on ​grade 8 reading and content​, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position 
or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., ​precede, recede, secede​). 

C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning 
or its part of speech. 

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.8.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 
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A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context. 
B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words. 
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar 

denotations(definitions) (e.g., ​bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute​). 
L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

Assessment Evidence 
Performance Tasks: 

● Individual and group projects 
● Writing 
● Large and small group discussions 
● Tests/quizzes 
● Benchmark assessments 

Suggested Learning Activities 
Learning Activities: 

● Read and discuss a variety of fiction selections 
● Reflective journals 
● Respond to critical thinking questions 
● Study Island 
● Novel Project  
● Practice/Assess Weeks 5-8  
● Research 
● Independent reading 
● Close Reading  

Recommended Modifications and Accommodations 

ELL:  
● Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase 
● Use visuals 
● Introduce key vocabulary before lesson 
● Provide peer tutoring 
● Use a strong student as a “buddy” (does not necessarily have to speak the primary 

language) 
Special Education: 

● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests 
● Work in a small group 
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated 
● Use large print books, Braille, or books on CD (digital text) 
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan 
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Gifted and Talented: 
● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept 

maps, concept puzzles) 
● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum 
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities 
● Provide whole group enrichment explorations 
● Teach cognitive and methodological skills 
● Use center, stations, or contracts 
● Organize integrated problem-solving simulations 
● Propose interest-based extension activities 

Title 1 (At- Risk Students): 
● Homework 
● Leveled Reading 
● Supplemental Assignments 

Specific Resources for Unit 
● Prentice Hall Literature 8 
● Prentice Hall Unit 2 Resources 
● Prentice Hall Reading Kit 
● Study Island 
● The Adventures of Tom Sawyer​ by Mark Twain 
● The Incredible Journey​ by Sheila Burnford (GATE) 

 
General Resources for Course 

● Novels 
● Textbook 
● Access to technology and Internet 
● Grading Rubrics 
● Teacher generated materials 
● ReadWorks and Kelly Gallagher Article of the Week 
● Action ​and​ Scope ​magazines 

 
 
 

Course Unit  3 
Unit Title: Types of Nonfiction 
Duration:   4-6 weeks 
Big Question:  How much information is enough? 
Alignment with ​NJSLS: 

● RL.8 Reading Literature 
● RI.8 Reading Informational Text 
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● W.8 Writing 
● SL.8 Speaking & Listening 
● L.8 Language 

Alignment with 21​st​ Century Life and Career Skills 9.1: 
All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem solving 
skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and 
organizational cultures. Primary interdisciplinary connections: Geography, Psychology, 
History, Economics, Multicultural Issues, Arts.  
Technology; 8.1 Educational Technology​: 
All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in 
order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate 
knowledge. 

Desired Results 
Progress Indicators for Reading Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 
RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over 
the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; 
provide an objective summary of the text. 
RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 
Craft and Structure 
RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the 
differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 
RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the 
audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects 
as suspense or humor. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RL.8.7. Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to 
which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from 
the text or script. 
RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature) 
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RL.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns 
of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as 
the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RL.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed. 
 

Progress Indicators for Reading Informational Text 
 

Key Ideas and Details 
RI.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course 
of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
RI.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between 
individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 
Craft and Structure 
RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other 
texts. 
RI.8.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, 
including the role of particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept. 
RI.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the 
author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., 
print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 
RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize 
when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
RI.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
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background knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the 
same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RI.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level 
text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 

 
Progress Indicators for Writing 

Text Types and Purposes  
W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

A. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, 
credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

argument presented. 
W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of 
relevant content. 

A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text 
structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) 
and text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and multimedia). 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among ideas and concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or 
explain the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 
W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 
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A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and logically. 

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, 
to          develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

C.  Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, 
signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the 
relationships among experiences and events. 

D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory 
language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated 
experiences or events. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 
W.8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others. 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a 
self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote 
or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for citation. 
W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

A. Apply ​grade 8 Reading standards​ to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern 
work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from 
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including 
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describing how the material is rendered new”). 
B. Apply ​grade 8 Reading standards​ to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and 

evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is introduced”). 

Range of Writing 
W.8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or 
a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening 
SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue 
to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward 
specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

C. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ 
questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 

D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or 
justify their own views in light of the evidence presented. 

SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) 
behind its presentation. 
SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the 
reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant 
evidence is introduced. 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent 
manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use 
appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, 
strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 
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SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

 
Progress Indicators for Language 

Conventions of Standard English 
L.8.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 

A. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their 
function in particular sentences. 

B. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice. 
C. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and 

subjunctive mood. 
D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. 

L.8.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 
B. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 
C. Spell correctly. 

Knowledge of Language 
L.8.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

A. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood 
to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing 
uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases 
based on ​grade 8 reading and content​, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position 
or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., ​precede, recede, secede​)​. 

C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning 
or its part of speech. 

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 
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checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 
L.8.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context. 
B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words. 
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 

(definitions) (e.g., ​bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute​). 
L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

  
Performance Tasks: 

● Individual and group projects 
● Writing 
● Large and small group discussions 
● Tests/quizzes 
● Benchmark assessments 

Suggested Learning Activities 
Learning Activities: 

● Read and discuss a variety of nonfiction selections and a historical fiction novel 
● Reflective journals 
● Respond to critical thinking questions 
● Study Island 
● Novel Project 
● Practice/Assess Weeks 9-12 
● Research 
● Independent reading 
● Close Reading  

Recommended Modifications and Accommodations 

ELL:  
● Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase 
● Use visuals 
● Introduce key vocabulary before lesson 
● Provide peer tutoring 
● Use a strong student as a “buddy” (does not necessarily have to speak the primary 

language) 
Special Education: 

● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests 
● Work in a small group 
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● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated 
● Use large print books, Braille, or books on CD (digital text) 
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan 

Gifted and Talented: 
● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept 

maps, concept puzzles) 
● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum 
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities 
● Provide whole group enrichment explorations 
● Teach cognitive and methodological skills 
● Use center, stations, or contracts 
● Organize integrated problem-solving simulations 
● Propose interest-based extension activities 

Title 1 (At- Risk Students): 
● Homework 
● Leveled Reading 
● Supplemental Assignments 

 
Specific Resources for Unit 

● Prentice Hall Literature 8 
● Prentice Hall Unit 3 Resources 
● Prentice Hall Reading Kit 
● Leveled Libraries 
● Study Island 
● Black Duck ​by Janet Taylor Lisle 
● A Journey to the Center of the Earth​ by Jules Verne (GATE) 

General Resources for Course 
● Novels 
● Textbook 
● Access to technology and Internet 
● Grading Rubrics 
● Teacher generated materials 
● Novel 
● ReadWorks and Kelly Gallagher Article of the Week 
● Action​ and ​Scope​ magazines 
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Course Unit 4 
Unit Title:​ Poetry 
Duration:​   4 weeks 
Big Question:​  What is the secret to reaching someone with words? 
Alignment with​ NJSLS: 

● RL.8 Reading Literature 
● RI.8 Reading Informational Text 
● W.8 Writing 
● SL.8 Speaking & Listening 
● L.8 Language 

Alignment with 21​st​ Century Life and Career Skills 9.1: 
All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem solving 
skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and 
organizational cultures. Primary interdisciplinary connections: Geography, Psychology, 
History, Economics, Multicultural Issues, Arts.  
Technology; 8.1 Educational Technology​: 
All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in 
order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate 
knowledge. 

Desired Results 
Progress Indicators for Reading Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 
RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over 
the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; 
provide an objective summary of the text. 
RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 
Craft and Structure 
RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the 
differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 
RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the 
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audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects 
as suspense or humor. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RL.8.7. Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to 
which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from 
the text or script. 
RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature) 
RL.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of 
events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the 
Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RL.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed. 
 

Progress Indicators for Reading Informational Text 
 

Key Ideas and Details 
RI.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course 
of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
RI.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between 
individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 
Craft and Structure 
RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other 
texts. 
RI.8.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, 
including the role of particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept. 
RI.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the 
author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
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Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages  and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., 
print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 
RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize 
when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
RI.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the 
same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RI.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level 
text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 

 
Progress Indicators for Writing 

Text Types and Purposes  
W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

A. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, 
credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

argument presented. 
W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant 
content. 

A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text 
structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) 
and text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and multimedia). 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among ideas and concepts. 
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D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain 
the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 
W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and logically. 

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, 
to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

C. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, 
signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the 
relationships among experiences and events. 

D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory 
language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences 
or events. 

Production and​ ​Distribution of Writing 
W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 
W.8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others. 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a 
self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, 
focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote 
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or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for citation. 
W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

A. Apply ​grade 8 Reading standards​ to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern 
work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from 
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including 
describing how the material is rendered new”). 

B. Apply ​grade 8 Reading standards​ to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and 
evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is introduced”). 

Range of Writing 
W.8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening 
SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue 
to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward 
specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

C. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ 
questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 

D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or 
justify their own views in light of the evidence presented. 

SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) 
behind its presentation. 
SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the 
reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant 
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evidence is introduced. 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner 
with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye 
contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, 
strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 
SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

 
Progress Indicators for Language 

Conventions of Standard English 
L.8.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 

A. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their 
function in particular sentences. 

B. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice. 
C. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and 

subjunctive mood. 
D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. 

L.8.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 
B. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 
C. Spell correctly. 

Knowledge of Language 
L.8.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

A. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood 
to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing 
uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases 
based on ​grade 8 reading and content​, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
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function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., ​precede, recede, secede​). 
C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning 
or its part of speech. 

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.8.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context. 
B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words. 
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 

(definitions) (e.g., ​bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute​). 
L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

Assessment Evidence 
Performance Tasks: 

● Individual and group projects 
● Writing 
● Large and small group discussions 
● Tests/quizzes 
● Benchmark assessments 

Suggested Learning Activities 
Learning Activities: 

● Read and discuss a variety of poetry 
● Reflective journals 
● Respond to critical thinking questions 
● Study Island 
● Practice/Assess Weeks 13-16 
● Research 
● Independent reading 
● Close Reading 

Recommended Modifications and Accommodation​s 

ELL:  
● Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase 
● Use visuals 
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● Introduce key vocabulary before lesson 
● Provide peer tutoring 
● Use a strong student as a “buddy” (does not necessarily have to speak the primary 

language) 
Special Education: 

● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests 
● Work in a small group 
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated 
● Use large print books, Braille, or books on CD (digital text) 
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan 

Gifted and Talented: 
● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept maps, 

concept puzzles) 
● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum 
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities 
● Provide whole group enrichment explorations 
● Teach cognitive and methodological skills 
● Use center, stations, or contracts 
● Organize integrated problem-solving simulations 
● Propose interest-based extension activities 

Title 1 (At- Risk Students): 
● Homework 
● Leveled Reading 
● Supplemental Assignments 

Specific Resources for Unit 
● Prentice Hall Literature 8 
● Prentice Hall Unit 4 Resources 
● Prentice Hall Reading Kit 
● Leveled Libraries 
● Study Island 
● Dead Poets Society ​film (1989) 
● The Pearl​ by John Steinbeck (GATE) 

General Resources for Course 
● Novels 
● Textbook 
● Access to technology and Internet 
● Grading Rubrics 
● Teacher generated materials 
● ReadWorks and Kelly Gallagher Article of the Week 
● Action ​and ​Scope​ magazines 
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Course Unit 5 
Unit Title:​ Drama 
Duration:​   4-6 weeks 
Big Question:​  Is it our differences or our similarities that matter most? 
Alignment with​ NJSLS: 

● RL.8 Reading Literature 
● RI.8 Reading Informational Text 
● W.8 Writing 
● SL.8 Speaking & Listening 
● L.8 Language 

Alignment with 21​st​ Century Life and Career Skills 9.1: 
All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem solving 
skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and 
organizational cultures. Primary interdisciplinary connections: Geography, Psychology, 
History, Economics, Multicultural Issues, Arts.  
Technology; 8.1 Educational Technology​: 
All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in 
order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate 
knowledge. 

Desired Results 
Progress Indicators for Reading Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 
RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over 
the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; 
provide an objective summary of the text. 
RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 
Craft and Structure 
RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the 
differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 
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RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the 
audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects 
as suspense or humor. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RL.8.7. Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to 
which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from 
the text or script. 
RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature) 
RL.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns 
of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as 
the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RL.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed. 
 

Progress Indicators for Reading Informational Text 
 

Key Ideas and Details 
RI.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course 
of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
RI.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between 
individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 
Craft and Structure 
RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other 
texts. 
RI.8.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, 
including the role of particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept. 
RI.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the 
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author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., 
print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 
RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize 
when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
RI.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the 
same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RI.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level 
text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 

 
Progress Indicators for Writing 

Text Types and Purposes  
W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

A. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, 
credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

argument presented. 
W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant 
content. 

A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text 
structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) 
and text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and multimedia). 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 
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relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or 

explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 
W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and logically. 

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, 
to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

C. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, 
signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the 
relationships among experiences and events. 

D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory 
language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated 
experiences or events. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 
W.8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others. 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a 
self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 
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search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote 
or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for citation. 
W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

A. Apply ​grade 8 Reading standards​ to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern 
work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from 
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including 
describing how the material is rendered new”). 

B. Apply ​grade 8 Reading standards​ to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and 
evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is introduced”). 

Range of Writing 
W.8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or 
a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening 
SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue 
to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward 
specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

C. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ 
questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 

D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or 
justify their own views in light of the evidence presented. 

SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) 
behind its presentation. 
SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the 
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reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant 
evidence is introduced. 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent 
manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use 
appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, 
strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 
SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

 
Progress Indicators for Language 

Conventions of Standard English 
L.8.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 

A. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their 
function in particular sentences. 

B. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice. 
C. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and 

subjunctive mood. 
D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. 

L.8.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 
B. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 
C. Spell correctly. 

Knowledge of Language 
L.8.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

A. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood 
to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing 
uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases 
based on ​grade 8 reading and content​, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
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A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position 
or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., ​precede, recede, secede​). 

C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning 
or its part of speech. 

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.8.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context. 
B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words. 
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 

(definitions) (e.g., ​bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute​). 
L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

Assessment Evidence 
Performance Tasks: 

● Individual and group projects 
● Writing 
● Large and small group discussions 
● Tests/quizzes 
● Benchmark assessments 

Suggested Learning Activities 
Learning Activities: 

● Read and discuss ​The Diary of Anne Frank​ and ​A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
● Reflective journals 
● Respond to critical thinking questions 
● Study Island 
● Leveled Libraries 
● Practice/Assess Weeks 17-20 
● Research Project 
● Independent reading 
● Close Reading 
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Recommended Modifications and Accommodations 

ELL:  
● Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase 
● Use visuals 
● Introduce key vocabulary before lesson 
● Provide peer tutoring 
● Use a strong student as a “buddy” (does not necessarily have to speak the primary 

language) 
Special Education: 

● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests 
● Work in a small group 
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated 
● Use large print books, Braille, or books on CD (digital text) 
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan 

Gifted and Talented: 
● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept 

maps, concept puzzles) 
● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum 
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities 
● Provide whole group enrichment explorations 
● Teach cognitive and methodological skills 
● Use center, stations, or contracts 
● Organize integrated problem-solving simulations 
● Propose interest-based extension activities 

Title 1 (At- Risk Students): 
● Homework 
● Leveled Reading 
● Supplemental Assignments 

Specific Resources for Unit 
● Prentice Hall Literature 8 
● Prentice Hall Unit 5 Resources 
● Prentice Hall Reading Kit 
● Leveled Libraries 
● Study Island 
● Anne Frank:  The Whole Story​ (Disney 2001) 
● Anne Frank: The Life of a Young Girl​ (Biography A&E, ABC News 1998) 
● Anne Frank Remembered​ (SONY Pictures 1995) 
● The World of Anne Frank: A Complete Resource Guide​ (J.Weston, Walch Publisher 

1998) 
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General Resources for Course 
● Novels 
● Textbook 
● Access to technology and Internet 
● Grading Rubrics 
● Teacher generated materials 
● Play 
● Action ​and ​Scope ​magazines 

 
Course Unit 6 

Unit Title:​ Themes in American Stories 
Duration:​   4-6 Weeks 
Big Question:​  Are yesterday’s heroes important today? 
Alignment with ​NJSLS: 

● RL.8 Reading Literature 
● RI.8 Reading Informational Text 
● W.8 Writing 
● SL.8 Speaking & Listening 
● L.8 Language 

Alignment with 21​st​ Century Life and Career Skills 9.1: 
All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem solving 
skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and 
organizational cultures. Primary interdisciplinary connections: Geography, Psychology, History, 
Economics, Multicultural Issues, Arts.  
Technology; 8.1 Educational Technology​: 
All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in 
order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate 
knowledge. 

Desired Results 
Progress Indicators for Reading Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 
RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over 
the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; 
provide an objective summary of the text. 
RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
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propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 
Craft and Structure 
RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the 
differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 
RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the 
audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects 
as suspense or humor. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RL.8.7. Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to 
which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the 
text or script. 
RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature) 
RL.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of 
events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the 
Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RL.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed. 
 

Progress Indicators for Reading Informational Text 
 

Key Ideas and Details 
RI.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course 
of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
RI.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between 
individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 
Craft and Structure 
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RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other 
texts. 
RI.8.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, 
including the role of particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept. 
RI.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the 
author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., 
print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 
RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize 
when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
RI.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the 
same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RI.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level 
text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 

 
Progress Indicators for Writing 

Text Types and Purposes  
W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

A. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, 
credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

argument presented. 
W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant 
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content. 
A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text 

structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) 
and text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and multimedia). 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among ideas and concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain 
the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 
W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and logically. 

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, 
to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

C. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, 
signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the 
relationships among experiences and events. 

D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory 
language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences 
or events. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 
W.8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
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present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others. 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused 
questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote 
or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for citation. 
W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

A. Apply ​grade 8 Reading standards​ to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern 
work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from 
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including 
describing how the material is rendered new”). 

B. Apply ​grade 8 Reading standards​ to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and 
evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is introduced”). 

Range of Writing 
W.8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening 
SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue 
to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward 
specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

C. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ 
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questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 
D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or 

justify their own views in light of the evidence presented. 
SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) 
behind its presentation. 
SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the 
reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant 
evidence is introduced. 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner 
with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye 
contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, 
strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 
SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

 
Progress Indicators for Language 

Conventions of Standard English 
L.8.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 

A. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their 
function in particular sentences. 

B. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice. 
C. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and 

subjunctive mood. 
D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. 

L.8.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 
B. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 
C. Spell correctly. 

Knowledge of Language 
L.8.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
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listening. 
A. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood 

to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing 
uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases 
based on ​grade 8 reading and content​, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., ​precede, recede, secede​). 

C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning 
or its part of speech. 

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.8.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context. 
B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words. 
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 

(definitions) (e.g., ​bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute​). 
L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

Assessment Evidence 
Performance Tasks: 

● Individual and group projects 
● Writing 
● Large and small group discussions 
● Tests/quizzes 
● Benchmark assessments 

Suggested Learning Activities 
Learning Activities: 

● Read and discuss a variety of myths, legends​,​ and tales 
● Novels  
● Reflective journals 
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● Respond to critical thinking questions 
● Study Island  
● Practice/Assess Weeks 21-24 
● Research 
● Independent reading 
● Close Reading 

Recommended Modifications and Accommodations 

ELL:  
● Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase 
● Use visuals 
● Introduce key vocabulary before lesson 
● Provide peer tutoring 
● Use a strong student as a “buddy” (does not necessarily have to speak the primary 

language) 
Special Education: 

● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests 
● Work in a small group 
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated 
● Use large print books, Braille, or books on CD (digital text) 
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan 

Gifted and Talented: 
● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept maps, 

concept puzzles) 
● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum 
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities 
● Provide whole group enrichment explorations 
● Teach cognitive and methodological skills 
● Use center, stations, or contracts 
● Organize integrated problem-solving simulations 
● Propose interest-based extension activities 

Title 1 (At- Risk Students): 
● Homework 
● Leveled Reading 
● Supplemental Assignments 

Specific Resources for Unit 
● Prentice Hall Literature 8 
● Prentice Hall Unit 6 Resources 
● Prentice Hall Reading Kit 
● Leveled Libraries 
● Study Island 
● A Midsummer Night’s Dream ​by William Shakespeare 
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● Movie- ​A Midsummer Night's Dream​ (1999) 
● Audio-​A Midsummer Night's Dream 
● Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie​ by David Lubar 
● Robinson Crusoe​ by Daniel Defoe (GATE) 

General Resources for Course 
● Textbook 
● Access to technology and Internet 
● Grading Rubrics 
● Teacher generated materials 
● Novels 
● Action​ and ​Scope​ magazines​\ 
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